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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 DODE-OO L-03 MC-02 ACDA-05 AID-05 OMB-01 /060W 

003494 

R 1405 11Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4338 
INFO AMEMBASSY DACCA 

CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 11105 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, BG 

SUBJ: CONVERSTATION WITH AMBASSADOR OF BANGLADESH 

1. IN CALL ON ME NOVEMBER 13, AMBASSADOR OF BANGLADESH DOHA 
OPENED CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT WHILE READING DACCA 
NEWSPAPERS WHICH HAD JUST ARRIVED IN FIRST POUCH IN TWO WEEKS 
HE HAD BEEN STRUCK BY FACT THAT NO ONE IN CURRENT LEADERSHIP 

OF BANGLADESH HAS ANY ADMINISTRATIVE OR MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE 
AT ALL. HOWEVER LOYAL THEY MAY ALL BE, THEY DO NOT HAVE 
CAPACITY TO LEAD. EVEN MILITARY OFFICERS IN CABINET, ALTHOUGH 
THEY ARE GOOD MEN, DO NOT HAVE USUAL MILITARY MARTIAL LAW 
EXPERIENCE BECAUSE THEY ARE BENGALIS WHO WERE KEPT OUT OF SUCH 
JOBS IN PAK AKLY. SAYEM HIMSELF "NEVER ADMINISTERED SO MUCH AS 
A PEANUT STAND." HE WAS SUDDENLY PROMOTED TO SUPREME COURT 
FROM DISTRICT COURT IN 1972 AFTER BEING A PLAIN LAWYER 
MOST OF HIS LIFE. 

2. DOH THEN TURNED TO WHAT WAS CLEARLY THE POINT OF 

HIS CALL. HE SAID ARMY WAS ONLY ELEMENT ABLE TO MAINTAIN 
STABILITY OFCOUNTRY UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS. IT SEEMS 
TO BE IN FAIR STATE OF ORDER AND DISCIPLINE NOW THAT 
DISSIDENT OFFICERS HAVE FLED OR BEEN KEELED. ARMY IS WELL 
TRAINED BUT BADLY ARMED. DOHA SAID, AND DOES NOT HAVE MEANS 
TO DO ITS JOB. UNLESS IT IS ABLE TO ACQUIRE ADEQUATE ARMS IT IS 
LIKELY TO BECOME FORCE FOR INSTABILITY, AND NO RESPONSIBLE 
MEMBER OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY COULD WANT THAT. HE 
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URGED THAT U.S. GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO PROVIDING ARMY 
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WITH NECESSARY WEAPONS. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS UNCLEAR TO ME WHETHER DOHA WAS SPEAKING 
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS OR ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE BUT I AM 
REPORTING THE CONVERSATION FOR WHATEVER IT MAY BE WORTH. 

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE WAS TRANSMITTING A MESSAGE. 

HE SPECIFICALLY ASKED IF I UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE WAS SUGGESTING. 

HELMS 
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